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1.  At  the  start  of  the  reporting  period  tht  battalion  was  supporting 
the  1st  Cavalry  Division  on  Operation  Thayer  l/irving  and  the  lOlst  Airborne 
Division  on  Operation  Geronimo.  "A "Battery  and  the  battalion  command  group 
were  located  vie  Phu  r^y  at  LZ  Crystal  (BR  895^5 9) »  "B"  Battery  was  located 
vie  Tuy  Hoa  (CQ  116438),  "C"  Batteiy  and  "E"  Battery  were  located  vie  Fhu  My 
in  LZ  Uplift  (BR  927755)#  On  1  November  1966,  "E"  Battery  moved  to  Camp  Rad- 
cliff  (BR467488)  to  support  the  lase  defense  mission.  On  2  November  I966,  "C" 
Ba+tery  moved  to  LZ  Oasis  (ZA  O73219)  to  support  the  .1st  ACD  and  4th  Division 
on  Operation  Raul  Revere  IV,  On  5  November  I966,  "C"  Battery  moved  to  vie 
Plei  Djereng  (YA  856536)  to  better  support  Raul  Revere  IV,  On  21  November 
1966,  "B"  Battery  moved  to  vie  CQ  13C)524  v/ith  the  mission  of  GSR  5/27th  Artil¬ 
lery.  On  30  November  I966,  "C"  Battery  returned  to  base  camp  (BR  467488)  for 
a  short  period.  During  this  move  the  "C"  Battery  Executive  Officer  and  Chief 
of  Firing  Battery  were  injur>fed  by  a  mine.  On  1  December  I966,  "B"  Battery 
moved  further  north  to  vie  CQ,  070715f  mission  unchanged.  On  5  December  1966, 
"C"  Battery  moved  to  the  Vinh  Thanli  Valley  (BR  6156O7)  and  the  battalion  for¬ 
ward  command  post  moved  to  I£  Hammond  (BR  88O540)  to  support  Operation  Thayer 
II,  "C"  Battery  liud  the  mission  of  GS  1st  ACD  and  the  battalion  forward  com¬ 
mand  post  had  the  mission  of  reinforcing  the  l/Rlst  Artillery,  On  20  December 
1966,  "A"  Battery  (-)  moved  to  LZ  Pony  (BR  800832)  and  assumed  the  mission  of 
reinforcing  the  2/l^h  Artillery,  On  25  December  I966,  the  battalion  forward 
command  post  returned  to  An  Khe  (Base  Camp),  On  1  January  I967  the  battalion 
forward  command  post  returned  to  the  Thayer  AO,  ocouj^ing  a  position  vie  Bong 
Sen  at  LZ  Two-Bits  (BR  847946)  with  mission  of  GS  1st  ACD,  On  23  January  1967f 
"B"  Batteiy  moved  to  CQ  255555  with  the  mission  of  GSR  the  5/27th  Artillery, 

At  the  termination  of  the  reporting  period  battalion  forward  oommand  post  is 
at  LZ  English  (BR  87500?) »  "B"  Battery  is  in  vie  CQ  255553, "A"  Battery  is  at 
LZ  Pony  (BR  800852),  and  "C"  Battery  is  in  the  Vinh  Thanh  Valley  (BR  615607). 


i 


2,  During  the  i-eporting  period  all  batteries  of  the  battalion  became 
composite  8"  IIc(w/L75nim  Gun*  This  process  was  begun  when  "B"  Battery  moved 
to  Tuy  Hoa  on  22  October  I966,  This  process  required  exchanging  two  weapons 
with  the  6th  Battalion,.  J4th  Artillery, 
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AVFA-AT-j/ie 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  Lessons  Learned  for  Quarterly  Period 
end  51  January  19^7  (Cont'd) 

5»  On  13  November  I966,  "E"  Battery  (l55nin  How)  Yfas  deactivated,  General 
Order  37SO,  1st  ACD,  dtd  15  November  I966,  activated  *'D"  Battery  (l55®o  How), 

2/1 7th  Artillery,  All  155nm  peculiar  equipment,  and  some  personnel,  were  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  2/1 7th  Artillery. 

4«  On  I7-I8  December  I966,  the  1st  ACD  was  heavily  engaged  in  a  battle 
which  has  become  known  as  the  “Battle  df  the  506  Valley".  Highway  506  runs 
thru  this  valley  (ER  850785)  and  was  being  upgraded  by  the  8th  Engineer  Bat¬ 
talion,  1st  ACD,  to  permit  “A"  Battery  to  move  by  this  route  from  LZ  Crystal 
to  LZ  Pony,  An  attempt  was  made  on  I6  December  I966  to  move  “A"  Battery  by 
this  route  but  it  vras  found  to  be  impossible  due  to  road  conditions.  Pi-isoners 
captured  after  the  “506  Battle"  stated  that  the  mission  of  the  two  VC  battalions 
in  the  valley  was  (l)  to  ambush  the  battery  that  was  to  come  up  the  road  and 
(2)  ambush  the  reaction  force  when  committed.  During  the  battle,  “A"  Battery 
fired  in  excess  of  56O  heavy  artillery  rounds  during  a  seven  (7)  hour  period. 
This  represents  apprcKimately  51  tons  of  steel,  Dwing  this  period  excellent 
support  was  provided  the  battery  by  the  1st  ACD  to  include  night  resupply  of 
ammunition  and  critical  repair  parte, 

5*  On  31  December  I966,  a  Low  Level  Extraction  (LOLEX)  resupply  tech¬ 
nique  of  artillery  ammunition  was  accomplished  vie  LZ  Pony#  The  ammunition 
was  dropped  from  Air  Force  C-150  aircraft  into  the  Lowlands  surrounding  LZ 
Pony,  and  CH-47  helicopters  were  used  to  accomplish  final  delivery  into  the 
battery  area.  Thirty-one  of  15 0  8  inch  powder  charges  were  ruptured. 


6,  On  28  December  I966,  BG  Edward  H.  De  Saussure,  Commanding  General, 

I  Field  Force  Vietnam  Artillery  made  his  initial  visit  to  “B"  Battery  and 
visited  "A"  and  "C“  Batteries  on  11  January  1967» 

7#  On  18  Janmry  1967,  "C"  Battery,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Joe 
A.  Moore,  fired  its  25,000th  round  in  country,  BG  De  Saussure  pulled  the  lan¬ 
yard.  This- represents  apprcximately  5  million  pounds  of  steel  or  the  equiva¬ 
lent  of  176,800  105mm  rounds, 

8.  During  the  reporting  period  a  total  of  5CtfFiring  battery  days  were 
spent  away  from  base  camp. 

9.  During  the  reporting  period  the  battalion  fired  a  total  of  87^  mis¬ 
sions  (55  PREPS,  40  TOT, 225  WILL  ADJUST,  8222  INTERDICTION,  276  others)  with 
a  total  expenditure  of  17,945  rounds.  Since  firing  its  first  mission  on  21 
November  I965,  the  battalion  has  fired  a  total  of  35,705  missions  and  expended 
92,992  HE  rounds,  477  WP  and  542  ILL,  Fuze  utilization  has  been  89,905  ED, 
2,511  eVT,  1,593  MTSQ,  and  2  CP. 
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29  January  I967 

SUBJECT  I  Operational  Report  of  Lessons  Learned  for  Quarterly  Period 
ending  31  January  1967  (Cont'd) 


SECTION  lit  Commanders  Observations  and  Reccmmandaticns 


PART  It  Observations:  The  LOLEX  delivery  system  utilized  on  51  December 
1966  is  an  effective  resupply  technique,  but  presents  problems  such  as  burial 
of  the  pallets  in  the  mud  due  to' weight  of  the  roimds,  some  fouling  of  the 
rounds  due  to  mud  and  water,  and,  moat  important,  rupture  of  the  powder  bags 
due  to  excessive  shock* 


PART  lit  Reconnendations:  That  heavy  artillery  ammunition  be  delivered 
by  the  LOLEX  technique  only  when  no  other  delivery  means  is  available* 


FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


1  Incl 

Statistical  Summary  of 
Ammunition  Expenditure 


/ 


/JAMES  E.  PATTERSON 
;  Captain  Artillery 
Adjutant 

/ 


DISTRIBUTION: 

2  -  CG,  I  FieM  Force  Vietnam,  APO  9655O,  ATTN:  AVFA-GC-THG 
1  -CINCSARPAC,  ATTN:  GPOP-fJlH,  APO  96558 

3  -  CG,  USARV,  ATTN:  AVD-HIST,  APO  9630? 

10  -  CO;,  52nd  Artillery-Group,  ATTN:  S-3,  APO  96295 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  Lessons  Learned  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending 
31  January  RCS(CSFOR-65) 

HE/u)QUi*RTEHS,  52D  iiHTILLERY  GRuUP,  iiPO  9^31 9 »  4  Feb  6? 

TO:  Coiaiaanding  General,  I  Field  Force  Vietnam  artillery,  APO  9^350 

1.  Reference:  I  FFUHCEV  Arty  msg  AVHGC-EH  05300,  subject:  Operational 
Report-Lessons  Learned  for  Period  Ending  31  Jan  6?,  itg  271135Z  Jan  67« 

2.  Spelling  errors  have  been  corrected  with  pen  and  ink. 

3*  Information  is  current  and  appropriate. 

4*  The  observation  oonoeming  LOLEX  delivery  of  artillery  ammunition  is 
valid.  The  value  of  heavy  artillery  support  to  the  supported  unit  should  pre¬ 
clude  the  tuse  of  the  LOLEX  technique  except  under  emergency  condition* 

5*  Daily  formal  training  is  held  in  all  tmits  in  fire  direction  and 
firing  battery  procedures  to  enstire  individual  and  unit  proficiency  and 
accuracy  of  fires. 

FOR  THE  COIMUnDER: 


AVFA-AT-52-S3  (29  Jan  67) 
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HEimY  H.  PETERS 


lire,  Arty 
Adjutant 
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AVFA-AT-D  (29  Jan  67)  2nd  Ind 

SUEJ  XT:  Operational  Report  of  Lessons  Learned  for  :^uarte"’ly  Period 
ihding  31  January  196?  (RCS  CS?0R)(3r’d  En,  13th  Arty)  (U) 

HEAD-X'ARTJxRS,  I  FILED  FOP.CL  VI-’T'AH  ARTILLERY,  APO  96350,  19  Feb  6? 

TO:  Coi.mianding  General,  I  Field  Force  Yietnam,  ATTN:  AYFA-GC-0?;T, 

kpo  96350 

(U)  Concur  in  obsei'vation  and  recoirjiiendation  contained  in  basic 
conmiuni  cation, 

FOR  TH^  COITJUTDSR: 


1  Incl 


LLO'E.  ELLIS 
LTC,  Arty 
Adjutant 
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AVFl-GC-OT  (29  Jan  6?)  3<i  Ind 

SUBJECTS  Oj^ratlonal  Raport  of  Lessons  Learneci  for  Quarterly  Period 
Ending  31  January  196?  (RCS  CSFOR)  (U) 

HEADQUARTERS,  I  FIEID  FORGE  VIETNAM,  APO  963^ 

TOs  Conmandlng  General,  United  States  Amy  Vletnaa,  AFO  9630? 

!•  (U)  This  headquarters  concurs  with  the  contents  of  the  Opera¬ 

tional  Report  of  Lessons  Learned  for  Quasrterly  Period  Ending  31  January 
1967,  and  the  preceding  Indorseaents  with  the  follovlng  exception. 

2.  (C)  Reference  Section  2,  Part  II  -  Rec emendations: 

The  LOIEI  dellirery  systen  Is  a  tested  and  proven  neans  of  effi¬ 
cient  delivery  of  supplies.  There  are  nany  facets  in  the  systea,  ann  of 
which  could  have  been  the  cause  of  the  damage,  l.e.,  packing,  type  pallets 
or  containers  used,  selection  of  drop  zone,  etc.  Records  of  this  head¬ 
quarters  indicate  no  record  of  an  after  action  report  which  Is  required 
when  damage  Is  noted  per  paragraph  it  (6),  USARV  Regulation  700-1. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDERS 
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iVHQG^H  (29  Jan  67)  4th  Ind 

SDBJBCTi  Oparatlonal  Raport-Laaaons  Laarned  for  tho  Ftrlod  Sadlng 
31  January  1967  (BCS  CSFOR-65) 

HSAIXUARTESS,  UNITED  STATES  ARM!  VISTNAM,  AFO  San  fjraneiaoo  96307  o  . 

WAR  1967 

TOx  CooBandar  in  CMaf,  Unltad  Stataa  ixwj,  FaolflOy  ATTNx  GFOF-OT 
AFO  96338 


1.  Thli  haadquartera  has  rariaved  tha  Operational  Raport-Laasona 
Laamad  for  tha  pariod  ending  31  Jaxaiary  1967  trcm  Haadquartera,  3d 
Battalion,  I8th  ArtlUary  aa  Indoraad, 

2«  Concur  with  tha  ooonanta  in  tha  baalc  report  and  indoraeawita. 


3*  Rafaranoa  paragraph  2,  3d  indoraanent.  Unit  viU  be  requaatad 
to  auhait  a  report  of  danaga  in  acoordanoe  with  USAR7  Regulation  700-1 , 
ao  that  a  proper  evaluation  ouy  be  Bade. 


FOR  THE  COMHANDERt 


1  In<a 
no 


I  THORNTOM 

l«  Lt.  AGO 
HUa  Auiai.iii  GmertJ 


7 


"This  document  may  be  regraded  "UNCLASSIFIEir 


confidIn’tml 


tRMICW 


) 


CONFIDENTIAL 


GPOP-OT(29  Jan  67)  5th  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT;  Operational  Report-Leaaona  Learned  for  the  Period  Ending 
31  January  1967  (RCS  CSFOR-65),  HQ  3d  Bn,  18th  Arty 

HQ,  US  ARMY,  PACIFIC,  APO  San  Franclaco  96558  1  3  MAY  1967 

TO:  Aealatant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development.  Department  of  the 
Army,  Waihlngton,  D.  C.  20310 

This  headquarters  concurs  In  the  basic  report  as  indorsed. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF; 
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